55TII  Congress,  ) HOUSE  OE  REPllESENTATIYES.  ( Document 
3d  Session.  j { Ko.  134. 


REPAIR  OF  BRANCH  MINT  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO, 

CAL. 


LETTEE 


FROM 

THE  ACTING  SECHETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING 

A COPY  OF  A COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  SUPERVISING  ARCHI- 
TECT SUBMITTING  AN  ESTIMATE  OF  APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE 
IMMEDIATE  REPAIR  OF  THE  BRANCH  MINT  BUILDING  AT  SAN 
FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


January  10,  1899. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


j Treasury  Department, 

j Opfioe  oe  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  January  9,  1899. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
j Congress,  copy  of  a communication  from  the  Supervising  Architect, 
' of  the  7th  instant,  submitting  an  estimate  of  appropriation,  $45,000, 

' for  the  immediate  repair  of  the  branch  mint  building  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Respectfully,  yours,  O.  L.  Spaulding, 

Acting  Secretary. 

' The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department, 

Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  7,  1899. 

j Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  an 
1 appropriation  of  $45,000  for  the  immediate  repair  of  the  United  States 
j branch  niint  building  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

j Superintendent  J.  W.  Roberts,  under  date  of  February  29, 1898,  states 
that  the  upper  courses  of  the  walls  of  the  said  building,  many  of  the 
I brackets  of  the  main  cornice,  and  the  cornice  and  blocking  course  are 
[ badly  cracked,  and  detached  pieces  occasionally  falling  and  endanger- 
I iiJg  the  lives  and  limbs  of  pedestrians.  This  condition  seems  to  be  on 
j account  of  the  disintegration  of  the  stone  and  the  improper  placing  of 


2 REPAIR  OF  BRANCH  MINT  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

iron  clamps  on  upper  face  of  blocking  course  aud  leakage  of  water 
through  joints  of  cornice. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  Eepairs  and  preservation  of 
public  buildings”  for  the  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  permit  of  the  large  expenditure  necessary  for  these  repairs; 
aud  I have  therefore  to  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appro- 
priate, at  this  session,  the  sum  of  $45,000  for  immediate  and  necessary 
repairs. 

This  matter  was  brought  to  your  attention  by  letter  from  this  office 
dated  February  12,  1898,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  action  was  taken 
by  Congress.  Later  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic, to  build  a barricade  around  portions  of  the  building,  which  must 
remain  until  such  time  as  Congress  sees  fit  to  appropriate  funds  for 
making  the  necessary  repairs. 

The  building  named  was  completed  in  the  year  1867,  and  has  cost,  to 
June  30,  1898,  the  sum  of  $2,140,814.68,  and  of  this  sum  $10,302.53 
were  for  repairs. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  J.  K.  Taylor, 

Supervising  Architect, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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